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The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (2009) promised strict accounting of all funds spent and the
publication of that information to the public in relative real-time. The federal requirements for reporting Recovery
Act funds relied heavily on the ability of recipients, primarily state governments, to capture, manage, and deliver
the data required. This paper presents the experience of one state agency, in particular how they leveraged the
reporting mandate to improve real-time informational capability for transparency and openness. The case,
together with insights from a Recovery Act Knowledge Network, provides five recommendations to guide decision
makers who seek to increase the capability of government to use information to further transparency agendas.
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